
NATURE WALK IN 
CELBRIDGE

Wildflowers, Water and Wildlife



WILD FLOWERS



Here are some of the flowers that you might 
see if you are out walking with your family. 
They are all wild flowers which grow in our 
hedgerows and woodlands.  



Buttercup
The buttercup got its name because it is 
yellow – the same colour as butter. 
Children sometimes hold buttercups 
under another child’s chin and if the 
yellow shines like a reflection they said it 
means that the person likes butter! 



Cowslips
If you are walking on the path between 
Daybreak and the Salesian College, look 
carefully on the bank and you should see 
lots of cowslips. The grass (and the 
cowslips) have been cut a few times, but 
they grow back quickly



Daisy
Daisies are a real sign of Summer! We can 
see them growing in lots of places, even 
in our garden lawns. Some people like to 
make daisy chains with these lovely 
flowers.



Dandelion
Children often tell each other that if you 
pick dandelions they make you wet the 
bed. This might happen if you EAT them, 
but not if you only touch them! 



Dandelion seeds
When the dandelion finishes growing it 
produces a seed head. Some people call 
them “fairy clocks”. Children  to tell the 
time by blowing them: one-o-clock, two-
o-clock-, three-o-clock.



Bluebells
Woodlands and shaded places are full of 
bluebells in May. There are lots of them 
growing in Castletown among the trees.



Wood anemone
Like bluebells, wood anemones love to 
grow in shaded areas under trees. These 
ones are white, but you might also find 
some pink ones



Cow Parsley
This photograph was taken in Castletown, 
on the way from the main gate to the 
house. Cow parsley can be seen in lots of 
places at this time of year, particularly 
along roadsides. Some people look at it as 
a weed, but others see it as a wild flower



TREES



If you are out walking, you will see lots of 
different kinds of trees. When the schools 
closed, buds were just opening, but now all 
the trees are in leaf. In the next few slides, you 
will see photographs of four very special trees 
– the ones that name our Junior Infants 
classes: Oak, Ash, Willow and Hazel. All the 
photographs were taken in Castletown



Oak
This large oak tree is in the middle of a 
field in Castletown. It is very easy to spot! 
Oak trees grow very big and can live for 
hundreds of years. The Oak tree is 
sometimes called the “King of the 
Forest”. The Irish name for Kildare is Cill
Dara, which means “Church of the Oak”



Ash
This is a young Ash tree, but Ash can grow 
very tall. It is Ireland’s tallest native tree. It 
is unusual because it has black buds.  
There is an Ash tree just beside the gate in 
school. The seeds of the Ash hang down 
and look like a bunch of keys. Some 
people call them “ash keys”. The wood of 
the ash is strong and flexible –it does not 
break easily. It is used for making hurleys. 
Sometimes people call the game of 
hurling “the clash of the ash”



Willow
The Willow tree is often found growing 
beside water, because it grows very well 
in damp soil. There are lots of Willow trees 
growing along the bank of the river Liffey
in Castletown. In Spring, the Willow 
produces catkins that contain seeds. The 
wood from the Willow tree is used for 
making baskets because it bends very 
easily. 



Hazel
Hazel is a small tree that often grows in 
woodlands of Oak and Ash, as an under-
layer. It is associated with areas of 
woodland flowers. Hazel has been a very 
important Irish tree for thousands of 
years. In ancient times, people used the 
wood from the Hazel to make huts to live 
in, and hazelnuts were an important food.



WATER AND WILDLIFE



As we are learning about water this week, we 
have included some photographs of the river 
Liffey at Castletown and the little stream that 
flows into it. Have a look – there were ducks, 
ducklings and a swan in the lake! The final 
photograph was not taken in Castletown, but 
the pond where our tadpoles are now 
swimming.



Stream
The stream beside Castletown House is 
shallow. There has not been much rain, 
and the water level is low. When it has 
been raining a lot, there is more water in 
the stream and it flows quickly. The 
stream flow under the bridge and into the 
lake.



Lake
The stream in the last slide flows under 
the bridge and into this small lake. There 
is a dam at the end of the lake. This stops 
all the water from flowing out, but when it 
gets high enough, it flows over the dam 
and the stream continues on down the 
field and joins up with the river Liffey.



Duck and 
ducklings
This duck and her little ducklings were 
enjoying the sunshine at the lake in 
Castletown!



Swan
Look carefully at the far side of the water 
and you will see a white swan sitting on a 
nest. Maybe we will be able to see baby 
cygnets in the next few weeks!



Stream
After the lake, the water flows on again as 
a stream, passes under this little bridge 
and joins the river



River Liffey
A river is bigger than a stream. Lots of 
streams flow into the River Liffey. The 
Liffey starts (or rises) in the Wicklow 
mountains. It flows in a big loop through 
Blessington, Kilcullen, Newbridge, Clane, 
Straffan, Celbridge, Leixlip, Lucan and in 
to Dublin. It flows out to the sea in Dublin. 
Every year a big canoe race called the 
Liffey Descent starts in Straffan and 
finishes in Dublin. Lots of people watch it 
from the river bank at Castletown.



“Tadpole pond”
The frogspawn we had in school was 
collected from this pond in February. The 
tadpoles were returned to the pond in 
April and they are swimming around 
happily, getting ready to turn into 
frogs.They are getting very big because 
they have lots more to eat now!


