
 

Junior Infants Work – 11th- 15th May 2020   

 

Hello everyone,  

We hope you are all doing well and enjoying the sunshine. As you are all aware, Taoiseach Leo 

Varadkar announced on Friday 1st May, that schools would not be reopening until September. 

We are all greatly saddened by this news and disappointed that we will not be finishing out the 

year with all the wonderful children in our classes. We were so looking forward to all the nice 

things we had planned to do for the rest of the year but unfortunately, that was not to 

be. However, this is the best way forward in order to keep us all safe and well and that is the 

most important thing right now. We look forward to seeing all the smiling faces back in school in 

September. For now, enjoy this quality time with your families and we will see each other again 

before too long.  

We will continue to update the website with new activities every week and we welcome your 

feedback on the work set. As we will not be returning until September we ask you to please keep 

the reader that your child was given in a safe place as they will be collected to be used again for 

the incoming infants.  

Below is a suggestion of work the children could do this week. We are recommending that the 

topics highlighted in yellow (sounds, reading, tricky words, writing) are covered every day. 

There are a few different activities to choose from for each of these. Then if you can, choose one 

more additional topic each day for some variety (Maths/Gaeilge/SESE).  

We understand that households are very busy places with lots of parents working too. We do not 

want to add any extra stress at this time. Please don’t worry if you don’t get to all of this work, it 

is only a guide. Do what you can, when you can. Short bursts of concentration work best with 

this age group. Take lots of breaks – play, go outside, sing a song, watch tv or listen to a story.  

Boys and girls, we know it can be hard doing your work at home and you’re missing your friends 

too but you’re all doing such a great job. Keep doing what you’re doing and continue washing 

your hands and coughing into your elbows. We are very proud of you all and we know that 

you’re all trying your best. Please continue to send us pictures of your work so we can give you 

feedback on the super job you are doing. We really love to see all the wonderful work you are all 

doing at home. Keep up the great work and we are really looking forward to seeing you all again 

in September.  

 

Best wishes,  

Ms. Adams, Ms. Bradley, Ms. Kavanagh, Ms. Sheerin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Topic 

 

Suggested Activities 

Sounds:  
 

- Use the PDF provided and say each sound (see website). 

 

- Sing the Jolly Phonics songs and do the actions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvAYUvQUrGo 

 

 

- Beat the Clock Sounds Game- Use a timer to see how many sounds 

you can say in one minute. Play against parents or siblings to make this 

more engaging and fun! You can use the sound flashcards or the PDF on 

the website. 

 

- Sounds Hunt- Pick a sound (maybe one that your child struggles with) 

and see how many things you can find in your house that starts with that 

letter sound. 

 

Reading:   

- Try reading the words and sentences on the PDF provided (see website). 

 

- Try to make some of the words on the PDF with the sound flashcards. 

 

 

- As we will not be returning to school until September, we will not be 

able to change the levelled readers for the children. The following 

website has lots of levelled readers available to read online or print out. 

Sets 1-7 contain the sounds that the children have learned and in the 

same order. https://www.speld-sa.org.au/services/phonic-books.html.  

 

- Please keep the levelled reader that you have at home in a safe place 

as we will need to use them next year for incoming infants. Many 

thanks. 

 

Tricky 

Words:  
 

- Revise all tricky words to date - PDF provided or there are some other 

ideas here  https://www.phonicshero.com/tricky-words-activities/  

 

- Some other ideas: Making the tricky words with playdough, 

fingerprinting the tricky words with paint, making tricky words with 

cooked spaghetti (messy but fun!) 

 

- Focus on new tricky words: saw, put.  

 

- Play the tricky word games (see below).  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvAYUvQUrGo
https://www.speld-sa.org.au/services/phonic-books.html
https://www.phonicshero.com/tricky-words-activities/


Writing:  
 

- Practice writing new letters- s and x in cursive script. We would 

recommend that you start with s first as they will use the s shape when 

forming the letter x (see letter formation videos on website). 
 

- Complete the handwriting book pages for letter x only or use the sheets 

below if you do not have the book. The formation of s in the book is 

incorrect. Use the sheets below for practise of letter s. 

 

 

- Practice all the other letters we’ve done so far in cursive script (see 

sheet below) 

 

- Try the following dictation exercise (call out the sound/word, and the 

child writes it in cursive script).  

1. w                     4. web 

2. n                      5. net 

3. p 

 

- See other literacy resources below. 

 

Maths:  - Counting forwards and backwards (1-10), counting objects at home. 

 

-  Number formation – The children can practise writing numbers 1-5. 

 

 

- Maths topic for this week is Capacity. If the weather is nice next week, 

why not take the learning outside! This topic allows for lots of 

conversation and language development.  

 

- Maths vocabulary to use with the children- holds more, holds less, as 

much as, the same as, full, empty, nearly full, nearly empty, full up to 

the top/brim. 

- Here is a list of some alternative materials that can be used instead of 

water: frozen peas, marbles, beans, pasta, shells, rice, sand etc. 

 

-  Some hands- on activities: 

1. Look at what a cup of rice looks like in different containers.  

2. Use a sponge and a bucket/baby bath (whatever you have at home) 

with coloured/clear water. Use lots of different sized containers for 

filling. Encourage the children to squeeze water from a sponge into 

the containers. The squeezing of the sponge will also help develop 

the muscles in their hands.  

3. Who’s container holds the most pasta? - Count how many cups of 

pasta it takes to fill a container and compare. 

4. Find out different ways of transferring water (or rice, pasta etc) from 

a large container to a smaller one and from a smaller container to a 

larger one.  



5. Estimate how many cubes (or whatever you have at home) they think 

will fit into different sized containers. Possible containers could be 

an egg cup, plastic cup, mug, butter tub, yoghurt pot or lunchbox.  

6. How many spoons? - Use small containers, a spoon, water or rice. 

Estimate the number of spoons of water that will fill each container.  

 

- Complete page 82 (School Book) and 30 (Home Book) below 

(Operation Maths Book). If you don’t have a printer, these worksheets 

can be done orally.  

 

Gaeilge:  

 

- Follow the link to install ‘Bua na Cainte’ on your computer- edco.ie/bua 

- Try An Scoil ceacht (lesson) 4, 5 and 6  if you can. 

- Counting in Irish 1-10- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luUPVZmgCG0 

- If you are having trouble accessing Bua na Cainte, there is a pdf with 

three short poems 2 of which the children have done already. (see 

below) - Another idea would be to download the Cúl4 app on your 

phone. It is specifically designed for children and makes Irish fun. 

 

SESE: - Our SESE topic this week is water. This links in well with capacity in 

maths.  

 

Think about: 

- All the uses of water in the home,  

- Where water comes from?  

- Where in your home do you get water? 

- Can you name some outdoor places where water can be found? 

- Why we should conserve water and how we can do it? 

- Can you think of all the living things that need water? 

- Look at the pictures on page 50 of your Small World Book (see below) 

and circle all the things water is needed for.  

- Watch Come Outside video on water- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-WxDQs7hpc 

 

- Check out the PowerPoint all about wildflowers, water and wildlife on 

the website. 
 

Music: - Sing along to the song below and if you like, try out some of the dance 

moves! 

- Wake Up Dance by Out of the Ark: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gUbdNbu6ak&feature=emb_title 

Mindfulness: - To help everyone relax at the end of the day, here is a link to some 

mindfulness for kids which you may be interested 

in:https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe27J_QvPd9nX4_WzMpGYqw  

Life Skills 

and lessons: 

- As you are aware, there are many learning opportunities to be found in 

the home aside from academic school work. Here are some examples of 

life skills that your child can learn during this time at home: tidying up 

their toys, dressing themselves, helping to set the dinner table, helping to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luUPVZmgCG0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-WxDQs7hpc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gUbdNbu6ak&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe27J_QvPd9nX4_WzMpGYqw


make their bed, playing games with siblings/family (sharing, winning 

and losing) and many more. 

 

 



 

 

 

Page 82- Taken from 

Operation Maths at School 

Book. Edco 



  

Page 30- Taken from Operation Maths at 

Home Book. Edco. 



 

 

Tricky Word Memory Game 
Print out this sheet, cut up the word flashcards, turn over the flashcard so that 

the word cannot be seen, take turns to pick up two cards, if it’s a match then you 

get to keep the cards. Hooray!! If it’s not a match, then return the cards. Keep 

playing until all the cards are gone. Whoever has the most cards wins! This game 

can be easily made at home without printing.  

saw put saw 

saw put saw 

saw put saw 

saw put put 

saw put put 

saw put put 



Tricky Word Colouring 

Colour each tricky word the correct colour. The child 

should say the tricky word before they colour the word. 

because      want     saw     put 

 
 

because want saw 

want put because 

put saw want 

saw because put 

because want saw 

want put because 
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April showers bring 

May flowers! 

put 



 

  

Taken from Over the Moon Skills 

Book Junior Infants. Gill Education  



 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

Page 50- Taken from Small 

World Junior Infants 

Workbook. CJ Fallon 



 

Taken from Small World 

Teacher’s Manual. CJ Fallon 


