
The Antarctic is a huge continent. It is the coldest and windiest place on earth.
In winter, it has no sunlight. The sea around the Antarctic is frozen solid in winter.
Millions of penguins live there. The South Pole is in the Antarctic.

Today, we know what every pat:t of the
world looks like. Photographs taken
from satellites in space dearly show
where there is land and where there is
sea. These also show where there are
different continents.

We did not alwaysknow so much about
the Antarctic. About 200 years ago,
nobody knew it was there.
Sailors and fishermen began to talk
about a frozen land they had seen in
the south. However, this land was
always difficult to reach, because the
weather was so bad and the sea was so
rough.

Strand Unit: Stories from the lives of people in the past.

Objective: This chapter introduces children to Tom Crean from County Kerry who explored the Antarctic. 73



IHISTORY QUEST J

A man from Annascaul in
County Kerry spent many
years exploring the Antarctic.
His name was Tom Crean.
He was born in 1877.

When he was fifteen years old,
he joined the Royal Navy
in Britain. In 1901, he was chosen
by Captain Robert Scott from England to
travel as one of the crewmen on the ship
Discovery. They wanted to explore the
Antarctic. Tom Crean travelled closer to the
South Pole (925 kilometres) than anyone else
had done up until then.

When they reached the Antarctic, they set
up camp at Hut Point. They then travelled
1200kilometresacrosssnowand ice.
It took them months to travel this distance.
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In 1910, two groups set out, attempting
to be the first people to reach the
South Pole in the Antarctic. One group
was led by Roald Amundsen from
Norway.The other was led by Scott.
Scott knew how brave Tom Crean was,
so he again chos'e him to travel as a
crewman on his second ship.
The name of the ship on this trip was
the Terra Nova.



·.
When they were about 240 kilometres
from the South Pole, Scott decided that
his team of men was too big. They were
traveping too slowly.
Scott selected four men to go with him
and try to reach the South Pole before
Roald Amundsen.

When they were about 56 kilometres
from the safety of Hut Point, one of
the men became ill. He knew he could
not walk any farther, but he did not
want to prevent the other two men
from reaching safety. He begged them
to continue walking and leave him to
die in the snow. Tom refused to listen
to him and came up with a plan.
He put the sick man and his friend
into a tent. Then he walked on alone,
through the snow and ice to get help.
It took him more than 18 hours
to reach Hut Point.

TOM CREAN - EXPLORER OF THE ANTARCTIC

Tom Crean was one of the three men left
behind. He was very disappointed.
With the other two disappointed men,
he headed back for Hut Point. They had
to travel very slowly because the weather
was bad, but they still made good progress.
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IHISTORY QUEST J

As Tom staggered throughthe snow, a huge blizzard was building up behind him.
Just when he reached Hut Point, the blizzard started. IfTom had taken
thirty minutes longer to reach Hut Point, he would have died in the blizzard.
Instead, he got help and his two friends were rescued. Tom Crean saved their lives.

While Tom Crean returned to Hut Point,
Scott and the' four men travelled on,
hoping to reach the South Pole. When
they were very close, they noticed sledge
marks in the snow. They knew then that
Amundsen had already reached the
South Pole. So they .set out to return to
Hut Point. Sadly, Scott and his team
never returned to where Crean and the
others were waiting. Instead, they died in
the snow and ice from cold and weakness.

In 1920, Tom returned to Annascaul in
Kerry to settle down. He opened a
public house and called it the
South Pole Inn. He lived th-ere happily
with his wife and children. Tom was a
quiet man and did not speak much
about his great adventures.
However, at night, when he closed his
eyes, he often dreamed he was back
again in the snow and ice of the Antarctic. -
Tom Crean died on 27 July 1938.



TOM CREAN - EXPLORER OF THE ANTARCTIC

Satellites:

Continents:
Antarctic:
South Pole:

Exploring:
Navy:
Crewmen:
Blizzard:

Machines that have been put into space above the Earth.
They take photographs and send TV pictures around the world.
Huge areas of land. Africa,Asia,America and Europe are continents.
This is the land around the South Pole ..
The area at the bottom of the Earth.
The North Pole is at the top of the Earth.
Travelling and discovering new places.
Warships and sailors of a country. It is like an army at sea.
The sailors who work on ships.
A snowstorm with strong winds.

1. Where was Tom Crean born?

2. What did Tom do when he was fifteen years old?

3. Who was the first person to reach the South Pole?

4. What did Tom do when his friend became ill on their way back to Hut Point?

5. How do you think Scott felt when he saw the sledge marks in the snow?

6. Do you think Tom Crean was brave? Why?

.With a partner or in small groups, use an encyclopaedia to find out all you can
about the Antarctic.

Activity
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HIsToRY QUEST 3

Place these pictures in their correct order by giving each a number, starting
with the picture that shows Tom at his youngest and ending with the picture
that shows Tom at his oldest.

He sailed with Captain Scott
on the Discovery.

Tom opened a public house called the
South Pole Inn in County Kerry.

Tom walked 56 kilometres to get help.

Tom Crean joined the Royal Navy
when he was fifteen years of age.

With a partner or in small groups, imagine you are with Tom Crean, exploring
the Antarctic. One person in your team breaks a leg.
What do the group do? Make a short drama about this.

Suggested Integration

78 Geography: Natural environments. Weather and climate of polar regions. Visual Arts: Painting winter scenes.
Looking and responding to paintings of snow scenes. Drama: Exploring and making drama about an accident in a remote area.


