SCOIL MOCHUA NEWSLETTER
Information Update

Upcoming Dates for the Diary

School closures
Staff In-service: School closed on Wednesday 10™ December to facilitate staff training
Christmas: School closes Friday 19" December at 12 noon and re-opens Monday 5™ January 2026.

Parent teacher meetings

Parent Teacher Meetings will take place on Tuesday 27" and Thursday 29 January 2026. These will be face-to-face
meetings, in the classrooms. Children will go home at 2.15pm on each of these days. Links to book time slots will
issue via the Aladdin App on our return to school after the holidays.

Enrolment
Our enrolment process for incoming Junior Infants will take place during the 3 weeks from Monday January 5th —
Sunday January 25% 2026. Further details available here on our website.

Evening of Song

Our much-loved Evening of Song, featuring the 4" class children, will take place on Tuesday 9™ December at
7.30pm. Parents of children in 4" class have been invited to attend, and have received details in a separate
communication. We wish the children, and their talented musical director Ms Lorna Bradley and teachers Ms Amy
Douglas and Ms Aisling Finegan, the very best of luck for what we know will be a wonderful evening.

Christmas Jumper Day

All children are invited to wear festive clothes to school on Friday for the official launch of the 2025 festive season!
This is a fundraiser event. We are asking each parent to donate what they can to help us fund the following:

1. Produce and publish the school book for the 40th anniversary

2. To stage the big musical later in the year

3. To help fund our big solar panel project (which will reduce our bills by over 70%)
We appreciate your generous support. You donation can be paid online via Aladdin, or by sending money to the
class teacher on Friday.

Fun Days
Our Annual Fun Days take place on the following days:

319 & 4t Classes: Thursday 11" December

5" & 6™ Classes: Monday 15" / Tuesday 16" December

JI = 2" Classes: Monday 15" December
Everyone can wear their Christmas jumpers to school on the day of their fun day. As part of the fun days the
children will have magic shows/ story-telling, art competitions, talent shows, dancing, quizzes and hopefully a
surprise visit from a VIP!
Thanks to our wonderful Parents’ Association for their invaluable support in organising and helping out with the
Fun Days, as well as the fabulous Christmas display in the foyer. Excitement levels will be at fever pitch by the time
we send the children home for the holidays! Follow us on Instagram @scoil_mochua_celbridge for a glimpse into
the magical world of a primary school at Christmas time.


https://www.scoilmochua.com/enrolment-2026.html

Junior Infant Nativity Plays & Carol Services

The four Junior Infant classes will perform their Nativity Play on Friday 12" December. The Junior Infant parents
have received a separate communication with details. We wish the children, and their teachers Ms Orla
Keoghegan, Ms Michelle O’Brien, Ms Amy Arnold and Ms Jenna Corscadden the very best of luck with what we
know will be a fabulous performance!

Carol Services take place for Senior Infants — 2™ classes on Tuesday 16" December, and for 3™ — 6% classes on
Wednesday 17" December. Unfortunately, due to space restrictions, parents are not invited to the Carol Services.

Coffee Morning

All are invited to our Christmas Coffee Morning on Thursday 18™ December from 9.10am, straight after school drop
off. Pop in to the Small Hall where the PA will be serving tea, coffee and some festive treats. A variety of classes
will provide entertainment. Thanks to the PA for their help with this. Without them, we would not be able to
reach on such lovely events!

40 Anniversary Fundraising
To mark this significant milestone in the life of our fabulous school, we put our heads together to see how we could
mark the occasion. We are embarking on three celebratory initiatives:

1. Book: In collaboration with Emu Ink we are producing a book celebrating 40 years of learning, fun,
friendship, community and growth. Each class is writing about a topic or place or person that is in some
way connected to the school. For some, this involves interviewing retirees, or past pupils or parents from
years gone by. The book looks back fondly, celebrates the present and also looks to the future. The PA are
working on sponsorship, while the classes are busy at the writing stage, or the research stage — or they
soon will be! We hope to have the book published by March, with a launch date to be announced soon.
(We hope the book will sell well throughout the school community — if this is the case, then any profit will
be reinvested in the two initiatives outlines below. We do, however, need to cover the upfront costs of
publishing the book.)

2. Musical: Every three years a group of talented teachers recruit immensely talented children from 4, 5t
and 6™ and together they put on a musical not to be missed. Happily, this year is year three, and
discussions have begun on the Musical for 2026. Auditions will begin in the New Year, and soon after the
team will announce what the Musical will be. It will be staged in Term 3 of this academic year, likely in
May. We guarantee great excitement, energy, music and drama! Watch this space!!

3. Looking to the future — solar panels: In 2019, Intel, as part of its Solar for Schools initiative, installed 12 Solar
Panels on the roof of the school. This was followed by the Department of Education’s recent funding of
panels for all schools. Under this scheme, a further 14 panels were installed last summer. This is helping
to reduce our ever-growing energy costs. However, we know we can do more to bring down our costs and
become more sustainable. We want to lead the way in terms of renewable energy. Thanks to the hard
work of Board of Management members Ray Maloney and Colin Bolger, we are set to embark on a project
that will see the installation of a 63kW solar system, one that will reduce our annual electricity bills by 72%,
immediately and for years to come. And during the summer months, not only will we not be using the
energy we create, we will be selling it back to the grid. It really is a wonderful investment, and one that will
free up money to be used to enhance the children’s school experience, rather than on utility bills. It also
provides a wonderful learning opportunity for children and staff alike. Teachers will be able to display the
energy production stats on the screens in their classrooms and the children can analyse, predict, compare
and learn all about solar energy. What an exciting initiative!

Each of these initiatives require funding. The funds from Christmas Jumper Day will get the fund started. We will
run other novelty fundraisers throughout the year, as well as our annual Readathon. And of course, the PA will be
calling to local businesses asking for their support.

We believe that the solar project is a really good news story, and that many corporate enterprises would love to be
involved. If any parent has a connection, please reach out and let’s see if we can raise some corporate sponsorship!


https://emuink.ie/

